Bear Ridge Solar
Public Involvement Plan Summary
Bear Ridge Solar, LLC
A subsidiary of Cypress Creek Renewables

Bizzel Church Solar Project
Cypress Creek Renewables (Cypress Creek) prepared and submitted a Public Involvement Program (PIP) plan for the
proposed Bear Ridge Solar project. The PIP has been prepared in accordance with New York State Public Service Law
Article 10, which requires a significant effort to inform, involve, and engage the public in the permitting process for the
siting of major electric generating facilities in the State. This overview provides a summary of the proposed project, a
description of the Article 10 process, and an explanation of the extensive and robust public outreach Bear Ridge Solar
will conduct to solicit and consider public input.

Who is Cypress Creek Renewables?
Cypress Creek is one of the nation’s leading solar developers, with an operational portfolio of 1.5 gigawatts (GW)
of solar power across four states–enough to power 500,000 homes. Cypress Creek’s projects contribute to local
economic development and job growth and increase the use of renewables for a cleaner, more affordable, and more
reliable source of power nationwide. In 2017 alone, Cypress Creek built nearly 15 percent of all utility-scale solar
installed in the United States, more than any other utility-scale solar developer.
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Cypress Creek has solar projects operational or in
development in 32 states and has invested over
$2.8 billion in communities across the United States,
creating millions of dollars in local tax revenue and
thousands of construction jobs. Cypress Creek has
made a significant investment in New York State,
including 22 permitted community solar projects
and over 70 community and utility-scale projects
in development, as well as support for a workforce
development program with Hudson Valley Community
College to reduce course fees in solar job training, with
a focus on recruiting veterans, women, and underrepresented populations into the solar industry.
Pollinator species at Baker Point Solar Project
Like all Cypress Creek projects, Bear Ridge Solar is being advanced by a community-focused team dedicated to
engaging local stakeholders in project planning. All the firm’s solar projects, including Bear Ridge Solar, include a
pollinator habitat, helping restore health of native pollinators, such as honeybees and butterflies, and improving soils
to help support regional and local agricultural communities.

About the Bear Ridge Solar Project
Bear Ridge Solar is a proposed 100 MW energy generating facility located in the Towns of Cambria and Pendleton in
Niagara County. Sited on approximately 900 acres of land, 750 of which will be in Cambria and 150 in Pendleton, the
project will connect to the preexisting Swanee–Lockport 115-kV transmission line, owned and operated by National
Grid, eliminating the need to construct a new transmission line.
Bear Ridge Solar will provide electricity to the New York
Independent System Operator (“NYISO”) Load “Zone
A.” This zone represents the geographic area covering
Western New York indicating that all electricity provided by
Bear Ridge Solar will be generated and consumed locally.
Construction of Bear Ridge Solar will benefit workers
in construction, including laborers, electricians, and
equipment operators, among others. Increased
revenues to county and local tax bases will be realized,
along with economic benefits from the local purchase
of goods and supplies.
Once operational, Bear Ridge Solar will generate
enough clean, renewable energy for 25,000 singlefamily homes–energy that will be used on the grid right
Construction worker at Shoe Creek Solar Project
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About Article 10
Article 10 is a regulatory process under the New York State Public Service Law that provides for the siting review of
new energy projects considered “major electric generating facilities” by the Board of Electric Generation Siting and the
Environment, or the “siting board.” The Article 10 process provides a unified review and approval for major electric
generating facilities with a capacity greater than 25 MW in New York State.
Article 10 follows a five-phase process–and every phase includes opportunities for public comment:
1. Pre-application
2. Application
3. Administrative Hearings
4. Siting Board Decision
5. Compliance
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Submittal of the PIP is the first step in the Article 10 process–the next step, submittal of a Preliminary Scoping
Statement cannot be taken until 150 days after the PIP has been submitted. The PIP, which is available on the
Department of Public Service (DPS) website, as well as on the project website, www.bearridgesolar.com, outlines a
variety of public participation opportunities throughout the decision-making process.
The PIP must include the following components:
1. Consultation with the affected agencies and other stakeholders;
2. Pre-application activities to encourage stakeholders to participate at the earliest opportunity;
3. Activities designed to educate the public as to the specific proposal and the Article 10 review process,
including the availability of intervenor funding for municipal and local parties;
4. The establishment of a website to disseminate information to the public and updates regarding the Facility
and the Article 10 process;
5. Notifications to affected agencies and other stakeholders; and
6. Activities designed to encourage participation by stakeholders in the certification and compliance process.

Public Involvement Summary

©2018 CYPRESS CREEK RENEWABLES, LLC

Bear Ridge Solar, LLC
BR-PIPS-NYISO-NY-BearRidge.001

Intervenor Funding
Article 10 also requires the applicant to provide funding to help intervenors–generally affected municipalities–hire
experts to review the application, and for legal fees during the pre-application and application phases.

Commitment to Outreach
Bear Ridge Solar will meet all requirements for public involvement as specified in Article 10 and will go beyond the
requirements to provide multiple opportunities for stakeholders and the public to obtain project information, ask
questions, and share comments. Additional outreach may include informal Advisory Working Groups to provide
interested stakeholders the opportunity to interact in small groups with project experts. Bear Ridge Solar Project
is planning a series of “pop up” meetings and displays to share project information and provide education on solar
energy, including a Solar 101 informational meeting. Other outreach methods will be introduced as needed to inform
project communities and build trust and transparency.

How to Get Involved
Visit

Review

The Bear Ridge Solar community office will open prior to

Project documents will be available

Fall 2018. Office hours and location will be updated on the

online at www.bearridgesolar.com, and at

project website as information becomes available. In the
interim, please use the following address:
Bear Ridge Local Mailing Address

Town of Pendleton Town Hall
6570 Campbell Blvd., Lockport, NY 14094
Sanborn-Pekin Free Library
5884 West St., Sanborn, NY 14132

Larkin at Exchange
726 Exchange Street, Suite 1000

Lockport Public Library
23 East Ave., Lockport, NY 14094

Buffalo, NY 14210

Contact

Attend

Cypress Creek toll-free number: 1 (800) 385-1802
Calls will be answered during regular business hours
or returned within approximately 48 hours

Project meetings will be announced on the website,
and in local media
• Solar 101 Workshops

Marisa Scavo, Project Developer

• Public Meetings

scavo@ccrenew.com

• Advisory Working Groups

Kevin Kohlstedt, Project Developer
kevin.kohlstedt@ccrenew.com

Sign up
Receive project news via email; sign up at
www.bearridgesolar.com
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